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The study 

ÅAcross European spaces and across time  
ïContent analysis of  influential 
ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΩκōǊƻŀŘǎƘŜŜǘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ у ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ Ҍ 
Arab-language European press 

ïDiscourse analysis of same media  

ïDiscourse analysis of social media 

ïVisual analysis of media representations  

ÅCommunicative architecture of the border ς 
qualitative study in Greece  



Researching narratives of the 
άƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎέ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ  

Rafal Zaborowski & Myria Georgiou 



UK: The Guardian, The Times, The 

Independent, The Daily Telegraph 
 

Ireland: Irish Independent 

    The Irish  Times 
 

Hungary: Magyar Nemzet  

       Népszabadság 
 

Serbia: Vecernje Novosti   

   Blic 
 

Germany: Süddeutsche Zeitung   

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
 

Greece: EFSYN  

    Kathimerini 
 

Czech Republic: Pravo  

        Lidove Noviny 
 

France: Le Monde  

   Le Figaro 
 

Arab European press: Al-Hayat  

                Al-Araby Al-Jadeed 
 



APRIL  first mass drownings 

JULY developing security measures 
(Hungarian razor-wire fence, Merkel 
and the crying refugee)  

SEPTEMBER the death of Alan Kurdi  

NOVEMBER Paris attacks  

 

Å2 newspapers from each country 
(4 for UK) 

Å20 articles / newspaper for each 
period  



Coverage intensity and sampling 

ÅDifferences between Western and Eastern 
European press 

ü April ς low coverage in Serbia, Hungary; high in 
Western European countries 

üBy September ς high coverage across countries 

 

Å1200 articles for the 3 periods 
(in reality around 1500 articles coded) 
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Narratives of migration 

ÅReasons for coming to Europe: 
ïgeopolitical (Greece, France)  

ïeconomy (UK) 

ÅNegative consequences:  
ïgeopolitical (France, Hungary) 

ïeconomic and cultural (UK, 
Greece) 

ÅPositive aspects:  
ïmoral (Greece, Ireland) 

ïuncertain (UK)  



Competing narratives 
(East/West and left/right?) 

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜκŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ has ethical responsibility towards ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎέ 

VS  

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜκŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ responsibility to protect its own ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 

 

ÅUK: A distant problem (and keep it like that);  
focus on (British) volunteer/tourist stories   

ÅSerbia:  positive national response to refugees (unlike 
neighbours and many EU countries); 
praise of own citizens for sympathetic stance 

ÅGreece: Greece carries the burden, Greeks compensate for 
lack of institutional support  

ÅFrance: the need to uphold French values  

 



Differences across time:  
securitisation 

ÅGradual shift from 
humanitarianism to 
militarization 

ÅNeed for European co-ordination 

ÅFrom sufferers to perpetrators 

 

ÅUK; Greece; Hungary:  
Security and border control  

ÅUK; France; Ireland:  
Terrorism fear and control 



Continuities across time:  
voiceless others 

ÅThe Telegraph: Refugees hardly 
ever speak ς stark contrast to 
frequently quoted state actors 

 

ÅIrish Independent: Refugees and 
migrants are spoken about  

 

ÅHungarian press: Female 
refugees are silent, only seen, 
never quoted 

 

 

 



Our next steps 

Å Discourse analysis of the gathered data 
Å Social media analysis 

 
 
 

 
Thank you. 
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UK Press: 

The 

silenced 

voices of 

citizens 

Sadichchha Pokharel 

Leah Selig Chauhan 



The Times 

- Right-wing 

- Compact 

- Owner: News UK 

- Average circulation 

(January 2016) : 404,155 

The Telegraph 

- Right wing 

- Broadsheet 

- Owner: Telegraph media 

group 

- Average circulation 

(January 2016): 472,033 

Broadsheets/quality press with highest 

circulation  



Dominating 

sources   

 UK/EU government 

David Cameron, Angela Merkel, 

Viktor Orbán 

 

 Police/border force 

French police,  Hungarian police 


